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On June 4, more than 250 corporate and
philanthropic leaders gathered at the
Samueli Theater to enjoy the Segerstrom
Center for the Arts’ annual Arts and
Business Leadership Awards Dinner. The
event was co-chaired by Lupe Erwin, ex-
ecutive vice president, private client serv-
ices, Wood Gutmann & Bogart
Insurance Brokers; and James Cascone,
partner at Deloitte. The event raised
nearly $300,000.
Gaddi Vasquez, former U.S. ambassa-

dor to the United Nations Agencies for
Food and Agriculture and senior vice
president of government affairs at South-
ern California Edison, was presented with the Distinguished Arts & Business Leader award.
Karla Kraft, shareholder at Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth, received the Rising Arts &
Business Leader award. The pair was recognized for demonstrating exemplary business lead-
ership and consistent, generous support to Orange County’s arts organizations.
Orange County School of the Arts student Avalon Lafosse received the first-ever Student

Arts Leader award, plus a $5,000 scholarship sponsored by Taco Bell Corp.
Sponsors of the dinner included Yamaha Corporation of America, Kia Motors America,

Edison International, Taco Bell, and Elite OC Productions LLC.

The Business of Art

Mark Perry, chairman, Segerstrom Center
for the Arts, executive vice chairman, global
commercial bank, Bank of America Merrill
Lynch; Gaddi Vasquez, SVP of government
affairs for Southern California Edison

Sweet 16

Steve Churm, board member, Orange County United Way, chief communications officer, FivePoint;
Erin Andrews, broadcaster, Fox Sports

Raising Awareness and Voices

Christine Scheuneman, chair, Voice for Girls, retired partner, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP;
Vikki Shepp, CEO, Girl Scouts of Orange County; Carla Furuno, regional president, BNY Mellon Wealth
Management; L. Song Richardson, keynote, dean and chancellor’s professor of law, UCI School of Law

Orange County United Way hosted its 16th Annual Women’s Philanthropy Fund Breakfast
on May 16 at Hotel Irvine, raising more than $500,000. It’s the organization’s most important
event of the year and raises funds to allow United Way to implement programs with demon-
strable impact for underserved populations. 
Nearly 900 community leaders registered for the event, making it one of the most successful

breakfast fundraisers in the county. Bank of America served as champion sponsor.
“Orange County United Way assesses the community’s needs and creates efficient programs

that deliver immeasurable results,” said Shari Battle, co-chair of the Breakfast and a market
manager for Bank of America in Orange County. “It’s an honor to work alongside these pas-
sionate women and help create and fund long-term solutions.”
Other sponsors include the Owl Foundation, Crowell & Moring LLP, Edison Interna-

tional, Ernst & Young, Nordstrom Inc., and Pacific Life Insurance Co.
The event also featured celebrity guest Erin Andrews, a sportscaster at Fox Sports, who

spoke of the importance of being a good role model for young people.

Over 240 Orange County business leaders, influencers, and representatives from the Or-
ange County Department of Education joined local Girl Scouts at the Newport Beach
Country Club on May 10 to discuss advancing diversity and gender equality to attract the
best and brightest to their organizations and companies.
“It is so important for companies to look for opportunities to champion diversity and gen-

der equality at every level and partner with organizations like Girl Scouts,” said Carla Fu-
runo, regional president, BNY Mellon Wealth Management. “[Girl Scouts] are providing
girls with opportunities to try new things, build confidence, and become strong leaders.”
Sponsors for the eighth annual Voice for Girls forum included BNY Mellon Wealth Man-

agement, Beacon Pointe Advisors, Orange County Department of Education, Angels Base-
ball, Blizzard Entertainment Inc., Cibola Systems, Cox, O’Melveny & Myers LLP, OC
Fair & Event Center, and Western Digital Corp.
Keynote speaker L. Song Richardson, dean and chancellor’s professor of law at Univer-

sity of California-Irvine School of Law, explored unconscious mental processes that can
lead people to view the world through a biased lens. Following the keynote, Alina Lee San-
tiago, Girl Scout alum and vice president of operations at Continuum Advisory LLC, in-
terviewed local Girl Scouts about the corporate culture they will be looking for when they
enter the workforce.

Bits & Pieces

Leticia Juarez, ABC7 TV news reporter, and Ryan McGinnis, real estate agent, Provident
Real Estate, were named the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Orange County Inland Em-
pire Chapter’s 2019 Man & Woman of the Year for raising more than $350,000 together to
support LLS’s goal to find cures for blood cancers and ensure that patients have access to life-
saving treatments … Orange County’s Credit Union raised more than $4,000 for CHOC
Children’s at  Shred and eWaste Day events on April 1 and May 4, held in partnership with
Williams Data Management and California Electronics Recycler.

PHILANTHROPY
By Kim Haman |  philanthropy@ocbj.com
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� Letters to the Editor: Editor Mark Mueller at mueller@ocbj.com
� Viewpoint, Leader Board and other back page Commentary: Executive Editor Peter J. Brennan at

brennan@ocbj.com
� Corrections: Mark Mueller at mueller@ocbj.com
� Calendar: features@ocbj.com
� Insider column: Mark Mueller at mueller@ocbj.com
� Special Reports: Paul Hughes at hughes@ocbj.com
� The Lists: Research Director Meghan Kliewer at kliewer@ocbj.com
� Website: Paul Hughes at hughes@ocbj.com
� Real Estate Deals column: deals@ocbj.com
� Real Estate news or column items: Katie Murar at murar@ocbj.com
� Healthcare news or column items: Alexa Corbett at corbett @ocbj.com
� Technology news or column items: Kevin Costelloe at costelloe@ocbj.com
� Marketing news or column items: Subrina Hudson at hudson@ocbj.com
� Accounting, Architecture, and other professions news: Peter J. Brennan at brennan@ocbj.com
� Food and Restaurants news: Paul Hughes at hughes@ocbj.com
� Automotive news: Subrina Hudson at hudson@ocbj.com
� Banking and Finance news: Peter J. Brennan at brennan@ocbj.com
� Clean Technology, Aerospace, and Defense news: Kevin Costelloe at costelloe@ocbj.com
� Education news: Subrina Hudson at hudson@ocbj.com
� Hospitality and Tourism news: Katie Murar at murar@ocbj.com
� Legal news: Peter J. Brennan at brennan@ocbj.com
� Manufacturing news: Peter J. Brennan at brennan@ocbj.com
� Nonprofits news: Kim Haman at philanthropy@ocbj.com
� Retail and Apparel news: Subrina Hudson at hudson@ocbj.com
� Startups news: Mark Mueller at mueller@ocbj.com
� Trade and Logistics news: Subrina Hudson at hudson@ocbj.com
� Executive Dining column: Christopher Trela at ctrela@offthemenuoc.com
� Luxury Homes column: Subrina Hudson at hudson@ocbj.com
� Philanthropy column: Kim Haman at philanthropy@ocbj.com

Are you an Orange County executive or company with a press release? Email us at:
pressrelease@ocbj.com
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