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recently released a study on the local effects of the program. As part of that study, we
interviewed Los Angeles residents in immigration detention. Everyone interviewed
was transferred to ICE by local law enforcement in Los Angeles County. Many have no
criminal convictions but were stopped by police for a traffic offense, and others have
minor criminal convictions or were victims of mistaken identity. This kind of policing,
with dire consequences even for Los Angeles residents who have no involvement in
criminal activity, is unfair, arbitrary, and can lead to racial profiling.
It doesn't have to be this way. Localities may choose whether or not to honor ICE
detainer requests, because local law enforcement has no legal duty to comply with
them. City and county leaders have the power to take a stand against the harmful
effects of this program.
Secure Communities carries tremendous social and financial costs. When
immigrants begin to fear that any contact with the police could lead to their
deportation, they are less willing to call the police when they are victims or witnesses
of crime. As former LAPD Chief William Bratton said in a 2009 Los Angeles Times
op-ed, "[c]riminals are the biggest benefactors when immigrants fear the police."
The program also costs the city and county of Los Angeles millions of dollars
during a time when public funds are scarce. One recent calculation by legal and
advocacy organizations found that Los Angeles County spent more than $60 million
between 2008 and 2010 to hold people on the basis of ICE detainers. That direct cost
is compounded when families lose breadwinners and U.S. citizen spouses must
depend on state benefits programs, or when U.S. citizen children are placed in foster
care subsequent to their parents' deportation.
Alarmed by the harmful consequences of the program, localities across the country
have pushed back, enacting ordinances and policies that limit their participation in
various ways. Santa Clara County, for example, recently passed a resolution that
forbids the enforcement of ICE detainer requests until the federal government agrees
to cover the costs of additional jail time. Even if such an agreement is reached, the
resolution authorizes local police to honor detainer requests only when the immigrant
has been convicted of certain serious crimes. Other localities are passing similar
legislation: Arlington County in Virginia, Cook County in Illinois, Washington, D.C.,
and San Francisco are among them.
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors should act to limit participation in
Secure Communities. Doing so will save the county scarce resources, and it will build
a relationship of legitimacy and trust with immigrant communities to better assist the
police in pursuing crime reduction strategies.
Local police did not have to transfer TS to ICE. Whether or not it is too late for him
to rejoin his family in Los Angeles, it is not too late for us to save the thousands of
others like him who have yet to suffer dire consequences due to a misunderstanding,
mistaken identity, or broken tail light.
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