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The University of California, Irvine, School
of Law got what it paid for when it started
by offering its entire inaugural class full
scholarships.

Those free rides are about to merge onto
career tracks—and the school’s first batch
of graduates looks good enough to place the
young institution among the nation’s top
law schools by one key measure: the

number of students who have lined up sought-after clerkships with judges.

The money to pay for the scholarships came from private donors, according to Elizabeth Schroeder,
assistant dean of student services.

“That was … a wonderful way for us to attract top talent,” Schroeder said.

The law school accepted 60 students—4% of applicants—for the first class. It was the lowest
acceptance rate in the U.S., according to the school.

Top-20 Comparison

The class was comparable to those of top 20 law schools in terms of median grades and LSAT
scores, according to school officials.

Graduation is set for May of next year, and “more than a fifth of the students in our inaugural class
have landed prestigious clerkships, nearly all with federal district and federal circuit court judges,”
spokesperson Rex Bossert said. “By percentage [this] puts our school behind only Yale and
Stanford in clerkships.”

A report this year by U.S. News & World Report showed Yale University as No. 1, with about
31% of the school’s graduates going to judicial clerkships in 2009, the most recent data tracked in
the periodic survey.

The report ranks schools by looking at the graduating class of two years prior and sorting the
percentages of students who were employed as clerks by federal judges.

Stanford University is second in line with 26%, and Harvard is third with almost 21%.

UCI has 13 of its 58 graduating students—more than 22%—in line for post-graduate clerkships.

Bossert said he expects UCI to be included in U.S. News’ rankings in 2015, once the school gains
full accreditation.

Future clerks include graduating student Alisa Hartz, who has two consecutive clerkships lined up.
The first will be with Judge Dean Pregerson at the U.S. District Court in Los Angeles starting next
year. Then she’ll work for Judge Stephen Reinhardt in the Los Angeles divisional office of the

Lawyers, Firms Optimistic for UCI Law’s
Graduates

Break From Downturn for UCI Law’s Inaugural
Class

After Graduation

Western Dig’s Ray: Layoffs, Acquisitions,
Chaotic Integration

Yale, Move Over: UCI Law's Bold Tuition
Gambit

O’Melveny’s Newest Partner Brings SEC Savvy

Microsemi Lands Government Contract for GPS
Chips

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

HOME  LISTS  FINANCE  HEALTHCARE  MANUFACTURING  REAL ESTATE  SERVICES  TECHNOLOGY  APPAREL/RETAIL  TOURISM

Orange County Business Journal



http://www.ocbj.com/news/2011/dec/04/uci-law-inaugural-class-poised-gain-repute/?page=2



	ocbj.com
	UCI Law Inaugural Class Poised to Gain Repute | Orange County Business Journal




