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ANN SOUTHWORTH 
University of California, Irvine School of Law 

401 East Peltason Drive, Irvine, CA  92697-8000 
(949) 824-2917; asouthworth@law.uci.edu 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

University of California, Irvine, School of Law, Irvine, California   
Raymond Pryke Endowed Chair in First Amendment Law, 2025 
Professor of Law & Founding Faculty Member, 2009 to present; Department of Criminology, Law 
and Society (courtesy) 
Co-Director, Center for Empirical Research on the Legal Profession 
Faculty Affiliate, Jack Peltason Center for the Study of Democracy; Center in Law, Society & Culture 
Courses: Legal Profession; First Amendment Law; Cause Lawyers; Legal Profession II: Advanced 
Topics; Issues of Accountability for Lawyers and the Legal Profession   

  
Princeton University, Princeton New Jersey 

University Center for Human Values, UCHV Fellow in Law and Normative Thinking, 2026-2027 

University of London, Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, London 
Visiting Research Fellow, Autumn 2024   

UCLA Law School, Los Angeles, California 
Visiting Professor, Spring 2007, Autumn 2008 
Courses: Professional Responsibility; Cause Lawyers 
   

Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Visiting Professor and Covington & Burling Distinguished Visitor, 2004-2005 
Affiliate, Center on the Legal Profession, 2004-present 
Courses: Legal Profession; Cause Lawyers 
  

Case Western Reserve University Law School, Cleveland, Ohio 
Professor, 1999 to 2008; Associate Professor, 1997-1999; Assistant Professor, 1993-1997 
Courses: Civil Procedure; Professional Responsibility; Legal Profession Seminar   

American Bar Foundation, Chicago, Illinois 
Affiliated Scholar, 1992-1993; 2000-2004 

Northwestern University Law School, Chicago, Illinois 
Visiting Scholar, Autumn 1996; 2000-2002   

IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law, Chicago, Illinois 
Visitor, August 1992 to June 1993 

  
University of Chicago Law School, Chicago, Illinois 

mailto:asouthworth@law.uci.edu
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Bigelow Teaching Fellow, August 1991 to June 1992 

EDUCATION 

Stanford Law School, Stanford, CA 
J.D., June 1985 
Stanford Law Review, Associate Editor, 1984-85 
Irving H. Hellman, Jr. Award for best student publication, note in the Stanford Law Review 
Studied jurisprudence at Oxford University, Oriel College, Spring 1984 

Stanford University, Stanford, CA   
A.B., Political Science, with Distinction, 1982     

Princeton University, 1978-79 
Houghton Scholarship, merit award for undergraduate study. 

LEGAL WORK EXPERIENCE 

U.S. Department of Justice, Appellate Section of the Civil Division, Washington, D.C.  
Staff Attorney, November 1989 to June 1991; civil federal appellate litigation 
Honors Program, summer 1984 

Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law/Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law, Washington, D.C. 

Staff Attorney, 1988-1989 

Morrison & Foerster, LLP, Palo Alto, CA, Washington, D.C. 
Associate, 1986 to 1989; Summer Associate, 1985 
Member of firm’s pro bono committee 

Honorable Stanley A. Weigel, U.S. District Court, Northern District of California, San Francisco, CA 
Judicial Clerk, 1985-1986 

PUBLICATIONS & WORK IN PROGRESS 

Books 
         
BIG MONEY UNLEASHED: THE CAMPAIGN TO DEREGULATE ELECTION SPENDING (University of Chicago 
Press 2023) 

• CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title 2024: Political Science 
• 2025 Order of the Coif Book Award Finalist 
• Reviews: 

o Robin Kolodny, CHOICE, Mar. 2024 
o Scott L. Cummings, “How the Conservative Legal Movement Gave First Amendment 

Rights to Corporations—and Why It Matters Now,” JOTWELL (JOURNAL OF THINGS WE 
LIKE (LOTS), July 2024 

https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/B/bo208555504.html
https://www.choice360.org/choice-pick/outstanding-academic-titles-2024-political-science/
https://orderofthecoif.org/book-award
https://legalpro.jotwell.com/how-the-conservative-legal-movement-gave-first-amendment-rights-to-corporations-and-why-it-matters-now/
https://legalpro.jotwell.com/how-the-conservative-legal-movement-gave-first-amendment-rights-to-corporations-and-why-it-matters-now/
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o Richard L. Hasen, “Exemplary Legal Writing 2023, Books, Four Recommendations,” 
GREEN BAG ALMANAC & READER 246-250 (2024) 

o Richard Briffault, “It Takes a Movement: Lawyers, Litigation, and Legal Theory in the 
Attack on Campaign Finance Reform,” POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY, Aug. 28, 2024 

o Walter Olson, “A Look Back at the Panic Over Big Money in Politics,” REASON, Nov. 
2024 

o Timothy K. Kuhner, Book Review, “Big Money Unleashed: The Campaign to Reregulate 
Election Spending,” 23 PERSPECTIVES ON POLITICS 374-376 (Dec. 2024) 

o Robert G. Boatright, “How Far Will Campaign Finance Deregulation Go?,” LAWFARE, 
Feb. 2025 

o “In Print: Big Money Unleashed: The Campaign to Deregulate Election Spending,” 
STANFORD LAWYER, Jan. 9, 2025 (book summary) 

LAWYERS OF THE RIGHT: PROFESSIONALIZING THE CONSERVATIVE COALITION (University of Chicago 
Press 2008) 

• Reviews: Hollis-Brusky, 36 LAW & SOC. INQUIRY 516 (2011); Castellano, 115 AM. J. SOC. 
1281 (2010); Nielsen & Weinberg, 60 J. LEGAL ED. 168 (2010); den Dulk, 44 LAW & SOC’Y 
REV. 191 (2010); Wilson, 19 LAW & POL. BOOK REV. 120 (2009) 

• Mentioned in David Daley, “The Other Memo that Started the Conservative Legal 
Movement,” THE ATLANTIC, July 30, 2024 

THE LEGAL PROFESSION: ETHICS IN CONTEMPORARY PRACTICE, 3d Ed (with Catherine Fisk) (West 
Academic 2024) 

WHAT LAWYERS DO: UNDERSTANDING THE MANY AMERICAN LEGAL PRACTICES (with Catherine Fisk) 
(West Academic 2020) 

THE LEGAL PROFESSION: ETHICS IN CONTEMPORARY PRACTICE, 2ND ED (with Catherine Fisk) (West 
Academic 2019) 

THE LEGAL PROFESSION: ETHICS IN CONTEMPORARY PRACTICE (with Catherine Fisk) (West Academic 
2014) 

Articles & Book Chapters 

Conservative Legal Advocacy Organizations and Constitutional Change in the Roberts Court, 93 
FORDHAM LAW REVIEW 1239 (2025) (invited symposium) 

Integrating Empirical Perspectives into Legal Ethics Education, in RESEARCH HANDBOOK ON THE 
SOCIOLOGY OF LEGAL ETHICS (eds. Scott Cummings, Ole Hammerslev, Tamara Butter, Sergio Anzola 
(Elgar) (2025) 

US Conservative Advocacy Organizations and Right-Wing Legal Mobilization in Europe, 20 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LAW IN CONTEXT 307-323 (2024) 

$peech: The Campaign to Unleash Big Money in American Politics, THE PRACTICE, May/June 2024 

https://electionlawblog.org/wp-content/uploads/Hasen-2024-Green-Bag-Almanac-and-Reader-24695.pdf
https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/faculty_scholarship/4619/
https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/faculty_scholarship/4619/
https://reason.com/2024/10/29/a-look-back-at-the-panic-over-big-money-in-politics/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/big-money-unleashed-the-campaign-to-deregulate-election-spending-by-ann-southworth-chicago-the-university-of-chicago-press-2023-336p-9900-cloth-3250-paper/DBDCB6CE68697769082B0412183D830E?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Article&utm_campaign=New%20Cambridge%20Alert%20-%20Issues%20Society&WT.mc_id=New%20Cambridge%20Alert%20-%20Issues%20Society
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/big-money-unleashed-the-campaign-to-deregulate-election-spending-by-ann-southworth-chicago-the-university-of-chicago-press-2023-336p-9900-cloth-3250-paper/DBDCB6CE68697769082B0412183D830E?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Article&utm_campaign=New%20Cambridge%20Alert%20-%20Issues%20Society&WT.mc_id=New%20Cambridge%20Alert%20-%20Issues%20Society
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/how-far-will-campaign-finance-deregulation-go
https://law.stanford.edu/stanford-lawyer/articles/in-print-big-money-unleashed-the-campaign-to-deregulate-election-spending/
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/L/bo5928619.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1747-4469.2011.01240.x
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/651958?seq=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/651958?seq=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42894163?searchText=&searchUri=&ab_segments=&searchKey=&refreqid=fastly-default%3A3218c16853fa7f6db47c3159bfe79e6c&initiator=recommender&seq=1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-5893.2010.00400_3.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-5893.2010.00400_3.x
http://www.lpbr.net/2009/02/lawyers-of-right-professionalizing.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/07/michael-j-horowitz-report-1980/679236/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/07/michael-j-horowitz-report-1980/679236/
https://fordhamlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Vol.-93_Mar_08_Southworth-1239-1256.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Research-Handbook-Sociology-Handbooks-Society/dp/1800880553
https://www.amazon.com/Research-Handbook-Sociology-Handbooks-Society/dp/1800880553
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-law-in-context/article/us-conservative-advocacy-organizations-and-rightwing-legal-mobilization-in-europe/42683FAE1162BCC6C30D59BAC3264DE2
https://clp.law.harvard.edu/knowledge-hub/magazine/issues/campaign-lawyering/speech/
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What Should the Bar Do About Attacks on Democracy? (article in progress, with Scott Cummings) 

The American Legal Profession in the New Millennium: Out of Many, One? (with Carroll Seron, Scott 
Cummings, Anna Raup-Kounovsky, Rebecca Sandefur, Steven Boutcher), in LAWYERS IN 21ST CENTURY 
SOCIETIES, Vol. 1: National Reports 127 (Richard L. Abel, Ole Hammerslev, Hilary Sommerlad & Ulrike 
Shultz eds., Hart 2020) 

Lawyers and the Conservative Counterrevolution, 43 LAW & SOCIAL INQUIRY 1698-1728 (2018) 

The Consequences of Citizens United: What Do the Lawyers Say? 93 CHICAGO-KENT LAW REVIEW 101 
(2018) (article for invited symposium) 

Elements of the Support Structure for Campaign Finance Litigation in the Roberts Court, 43 LAW & 
SOCIAL INQUIRY 319-359 (2017) 

Our Fragmented Profession, 30 GEORGETOWN JOURNAL OF LEGAL ETHICS 431 (2017) 

Conservative Litigation Strategies and Groups in U.S. Judicial Politics, in OXFORD BIBLIOGRAPHIES IN 
POLITICAL SCIENCE (Sandy Maisel, ed., Oxford University Press, 2017) 

Some Realism about Realism in Teaching About the Legal Profession, in THE NEW LEGAL REALISM: 
TRANSLATING LAW-AND-SOCIETY FOR TODAY’S LEGAL PRACTICE, VOL. I: PUTTING LAW IN ITS PLACE: 
THE NEW LEGAL REALIST PROJECT (Mertz, Macaulay & Mitchell, eds., Cambridge University Press 
2016) (with Catherine Fisk & Bryant Garth) 

The Support Structure for Campaign Finance Litigation in the Roberts Court: A Research Agenda, 86 
COLORADO LAW REVIEW 1221 (2015) (essay for invited symposium) 

Jewish Lawyers for Causes of the Political Right, in JEWS IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION (eds. Marc 
Galanter, Ari Mermelstein, Suzanne Last Stone, Victoria Saker Woeste & Ethan Zadoff, Quid Pro Books) 
(2014) 

What is Public Interest Law? Empirical Perspectives on an Old Question, 62 DEPAUL LAW REVIEW 1601 
(2013) (invited symposium in honor of Marc Galanter)) 

Political Lawyers: The Structure of a National Network, 36 LAW & SOCIAL INQUIRY 892 (2011) (with 
John P. Heinz & Anthony Paik)    

Our Institutional Commitment to Teach About the Legal Profession, 1 UC IRVINE LAW REVIEW 73 (2011) 
(with Catherine Fisk) 

Lawyers in National Policymaking (with Anthony Paik and John P. Heinz), in THE PARADOX OF 
PROFESSIONALISM: LAW AND THE POSSIBILITY OF JUSTICE (ed. Scott Cummings, Cambridge University 
Press 2011)   

Between Profit and Principle: The Private Public Interest Firm (with Scott Cummings), in PRIVATE 
LAWYERS AND THE PUBLIC INTEREST: THE EVOLVING ROLE OF PRO BONO IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION 
(eds. Robert Granfield and Lynn Mather, Oxford University Press 2009) 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/lawyers-in-21stcentury-societies-9781509915156/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-and-social-inquiry/article/abs/lawyers-and-the-conservative-counterrevolution/C77979C7AABB5B45EAFA2471B60ADE9F
https://scholarship.kentlaw.iit.edu/cklawreview/vol93/iss2/10/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-and-social-inquiry/article/abs/elements-of-the-support-structure-for-campaign-finance-litigation-in-the-roberts-court/A582FA2618BCDA9A7F18EC5ADFD5E487
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3068422
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2603813
https://scholar.law.colorado.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1256&context=lawreview
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2078475
https://via.library.depaul.edu/law-review/vol62/iss2/12/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/41349662.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/paradox-of-professionalism/lawyers-in-national-policymaking/27D427F213C8AE3E73D4C664FCF38CD2
https://academic.oup.com/book/50656/chapter-abstract/421272667?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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Lawyers of the Right: Networks and Organization, 32 LAW & SOCIAL INQUIRY 883 (2007) (with John P. 
Heinz & Anthony Paik)   

Conservative Lawyers and the Contest Over the Meaning of Public Interest Law, 52 UCLA LAW REVIEW 
1223 (2005) (linked in NYTimes op-ed, “There’s a Darker Reason Trump Is Going After Those Law 
Firms,” May 15, 2025)   

Professional Identity and Political Commitment among Lawyers for Conservative Causes, in THE 
WORLDS CAUSE LAWYERS MAKE (eds. Austin Sarat & Stuart Scheingold, Stanford University Press 
2005) 

Representing Agents of CED: A Comment on Recent Developments, 8 JOURNAL OF SMALL & EMERGING 
BUSINESS LAW 101 (2004) 

Lawyers for Conservative Causes: Clients, Ideology, and Social Distance, 37 LAW & SOCIETY REVIEW 5 
(2003) (with John P. Heinz & Anthony Paik) 

The Provision of Legal Services, and The National Lawyers’ Guild, entries in THE OXFORD COMPANION 
TO AMERICAN LAW (Oxford 2002) 

The Rights Revolution and Support Structures for Rights Advocacy, 34 LAW & SOCIETY REVIEW 1203 
(2000) (review essay) 

Lawyers and the “Myth of Rights” in Civil Rights and Poverty Practice, 8 BOSTON UNIVERSITY PUBLIC 
INTEREST LAW JOURNAL 469 (1999) 

Collective Representation for the Disadvantaged: Variations in Problems of Accountability, 67 FORDHAM 
LAW REVIEW 2449 (1999) 

Lawyering for Poor Communities in the 21st Century, 25 FORDHAM URBAN LAW JOURNAL (1998) 

Review of John Hagan and Fiona Kay’s, Gender in Practice: A Study of Lawyers’ Lives, 
4 JOURNAL OF LEGAL EDUCATION 1 (1997) 

Business Planning for the Destitute? Lawyers as Facilitators in Civil Rights and Poverty Practice, 1996 
WISCONSIN LAW REVIEW 1121 

Lawyer-Client Decisionmaking in Civil Rights and Poverty Practice: An Empirical Study of Lawyers' 
Norms, 9 GEORGETOWN JOURNAL OF LEGAL ETHICS 1101 (1996) (nominated for Edgar and Jean Cahn 
Article Award, 1998; honorable mention in the Association of American Law Schools 1996 Scholarly 
Papers Competition) 

Taking the Lawyer Out of Progressive Lawyering, 46 STANFORD LAW REVIEW 213 (1993) 

Redefining the Attorney's Role in Abusive Tax Shelters, 37 STANFORD LAW REVIEW 889 (1985) (student 
note) (winner of Irving Hellman Jr. Award for best student publication) 

Shorter Commentaries and Reviews 

How Did We Get $peech? BALKINIZATION (June 28, 2025) 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/20108735.pdf
https://www.uclalawreview.org/conservative-lawyers-and-the-contest-over-the-meaning-of-public-interest-law/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/15/opinion/trump-law-firms-attacks.html
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/9781503625440-006/html?lang=en&srsltid=AfmBOoriJPPc0hyw7HmIXmb4M_3sGUFOeqdFMfhUghCFZojRAGRjJ5_g
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1555069?seq=1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-and-society-review/article/abs/rights-revolution-and-support-structures-for-rights-advocacy/877B22BFB6CDBF01B436F06817821EBC
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2025/06/how-did-we-get-peech.html
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ELB BOOK CORNER, 3 entries on themes of Big Money Unleashed, February 14-17, 2024: “$peech”;  
“The Players and the Process”; “Some Implications” 

Book Review: Separate but Faithful: The Christian Right’s Radical Struggle to Transform Law and Legal 
Culture, 31 LAW AND POLITICS BOOK REVIEW (August 2021) 

The Power of Constitutional Frames, BALKINIZATION, (June 8, 2019) (for symposium on Ken Kersch, 
Conservatives and the Constitution (Cambridge University Press, 2019)). 

Book Review, The Other Rights Revolution: Conservative Lawyers and the Remaking of American 
Government, LAW AND HISTORY REVIEW (2017). 

Book Review, The Rise of the Conservative Legal Movement: The Battle for Control of the Law, Steven 
M. Teles, 124 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY 548-550 (2009) 

Students Need to Learn About the Profession They’re Joining, Legal Rebels, ABA JOURNAL, October 15, 
2009 

Rifts Extend to Lawyers, NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL, November 17, 2008 

Biographical entry for Daniel J. Popeo, YALE BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN LAW (Yale 
University Press 2006) 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

“Can Lawyers Bridge Divides to Protect the Rule of Law?” Symposium on The Legal Profession and the 
Rule of Law, Georgetown University Law Center, March 19-20, 2026 

“Can Lawyers Bridge Divides to Protect the Rule of Law?” Symposium on Challenges Posed to Judges 
and Lawyers by Creeping Authoritarianism, University of Wisconsin Law School,” February 12-13, 2026 

Moderator, AALS Presidential Panel, “Rule of Law, Executive Orders, and the Legal Profession,” AALS 
Annual Meeting, New Orleans, January 9, 2026 

Panelist, “Conversations on Civil Justice,” Berkeley Law Executive Education, November 14, 2025 

Panelist, Supreme Court Review, Sills Award Dinner, Orange County Bar Appellate Law Section, 
November 6, 2025 

Panelist, AALS Southern California Regional Faculty Hiring Conference, UC Irvine Law School, Irvine, 
CA, August 7, 2025 

Panelist, “Ethics and Advocacy: The Conservative Legal Movement After Populism,” Law and Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, May 23, 2025 

Discussion on the Future of the U.S. Supreme Court, Brennan Center, San Francisco, CA, May 14, 2025 

https://electionlawblog.org/?p=141405
https://electionlawblog.org/?p=141408
https://electionlawblog.org/?p=141410
https://balkin.blogspot.com/search?q=The+power+of+constitutional+frames
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“$peech,” Conference on Free Speech in Crisis & the Limits of the First Amendment, Yale Law School, 
New Haven, CT, March 28-29, 2025 

Panelist, AALS Annual Meeting, “More Money Than Ever: Campaign Finance Law, and American 
Democracy,” San Francisco, CA, January 8, 2025 (LA fires prevented my participation) 

“$peech,” University of Leeds, Leeds, U.K., November 13, 2024 

“Lawyers and the Conservative Counterrevolution in American Law,” University of Leeds, Leeds, U.K., 
November 14, 2024 

“Conservative Legal Advocacy Organizations and the Roberts Court,” Symposium on Lawyers and Their 
Institutions, Fordham Law School, New York, NY, October 18, 2024 

“Big Money Unleashed,” University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, October 10, 2024 
Author-Meets-Reader Panel on Big Money Unleashed (with Scott Cummings, Charles Epp, Robin 
Stryker, Eli Wald), Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, June 7, 2024   

“Lawyers of the Right, 20 Years Later,” at Between Autocratic Legalism and Right-Wing Legal 
Mobilization Workshop, European University Institute, Florence, Italy, May 29, 2024 (online) 

“Big Money Unleashed,” Fordham Law School, co-sponsored by the Louis Stein Center for Law and 
Ethics and the Voting Rights and Democracy Forum, New York, NY, April 15, 2024 

Symposium, “Diversity, Discourse, and Democracy,” University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison, 
WI, May 24-25, 2024 (presented findings of my book, Big Money Unleashed) 

AALS, Author-Meets-Reader Panel on my book, Big Money Unleashed: The Campaign to Deregulate 
Election Spending (with Profs. Susan Carle, Reva Siegel, Mark Tushnet, Brad Smith, Tabatha Abu El-Haj 
and Larry Lessig), AALS Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., Jan. 6, 2024 

“Integrating Normative and Empirical Perspectives in Legal Ethics Training,” Research Committee on 
Sociology of Law, Lund University, Lund, Sweden, August 31, 2023 

Panelist, “What Should the Bar Do About Attacks on Democracy” (with Scott Cummings), Law and 
Society Association Annual Meeting, San Juan, Puerto Rico, June 3, 2023 

Discussant, Workshop on Populism, Non-State Actors, and Legal Mobilization in Europe, European 
University Institute, Florence, Italy, March 22, 2023 

Commenter, Book panel on David Myers & Nomi Stolzenberg, American Shtetl (Princeton 2021), USC 
Center for Law, History, and Culture, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, March 31, 
2023 

“$peech: The Campaign to Unleash Big Money in American Politics,” Socio-Legal Studies Book Talk, 
UC Irvine Law School, Irvine, CA, November 18, 2022 

Panelist, How to Make Productive Use of a Sabbatical or a Leave of Absence, AALS webinar, October 6, 
2022 
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“Judicial Review and Lawyer Accountability in the Campaign to Unleash Big Money in American 
Politics,” International Legal Ethics Conference, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, August 15, 2022 

Round Table, Does Our Work Matter? International Legal Ethics Conference, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, 
August 15, 2022 

“Issues of Lawyer Accountability in the Campaign to Unleash Big Money in American Politics,” 
Working Group of the Legal Professions Meeting, Coimbra, Portugal, July 10-12, 2022 

“$peech: The Campaign to Unleash Big Money in American Politics,” Law & Society Association 
Annual Meeting, Lisbon, Portugal, July 16, 2022 

Panelist, What Research Can Tell Us About How Law Schools, Lawyers, and Leaders Can Nourish 
Democracy? AALS 2022 Annual Meeting, January 7, 2022 (virtual meeting) 

Commenter, Book Launch for Yves Dezalay and Bryant Garth’s Law as Reproduction and Revolution, 
UC Irvine Center for Empirical Research on the Legal Profession, Irvine, CA, December 6, 2021 

“Discourse and Frames in Battles Over Campaign Finance Regulation in the Roberts Court,” Law & 
Society Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, May 2021   

Southern California Law Pathways, December 11, 2020 (panel for community college students on 
becoming academically prepared law school applicants) (on-line) 

Panelist, Election 2020: A Call for Civic Engagement to Promote Democracy, University of Dayton 
School of Law and University of Dayton Human Rights Center, Dayton, OH, October 16, 2020 

“UC Irvine’s Legal Profession Course,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 
May 2019 

“Lawyers and the Campaign to Deregulate Campaign Finance,” Midwest Political Science Association 
Meeting, Chicago, IL, April 2019   

“Lawyers and the Campaign to Deregulate Campaign Finance,” International Legal Ethics Conference, 
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia, December 6-8, 2018 

“Lawyers and the Conservative Counterrevolution,” University of Leeds, Leeds, U.K., November 20, 
2018 

“Lawyers and the Conservative Counterrevolution,” Guest Lecture, undergraduate Sociology of Law 
course taught by Carroll Seron, UC Irvine, Irvine, CA, May 2018   

“The Consequences of Citizens United: What Do the Lawyers Say?” ITT Chicago-Kent College of Law, 
Symposium on the Supreme Court and American Politics, Chicago, IL, October 17, 2017 

“The American Legal Profession in the New Millennium: Out of Many, One?” (with Scott Cummings 
and Carroll Seron), Mexico City, Mexico, June 19, 2017 

“UC Irvine’s First-Year Legal Profession Course,” Conference on First-Year Courses on Professional 
Identity, St. Thomas Law School, Minneapolis, MN, May 22, 2017 
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Moderator, Before the JD, Legal Education in Crisis? Bringing Researchers and Resources Together to 
Generate New Scientific Insights, American Bar Foundation, Chicago, IL, March 3-4, 2017 

Panelist, “The Role of Law in Contemporary Social Movements: Opportunities and Challenges,” UCLA 
Law Review Conference on Law and Social Movements, Los Angeles, CA, February 10, 2017 

“Elements of the Support Structure for Campaign Finance Litigation in the Roberts Court,” International 
Legal Ethics Conference, Fordham Law School, New York, NY, July 2016 

Panelist, “Public Interest Lawyering in the U.S. and Beyond,” Indiana University Maurer School of Law, 
Bloomington, IN, February 24, 2016   

“Teaching Ethics and Professional Identity in the First Year: UCI Law School’s Legal Profession 
Course,” Ignite Presentation, Educating Tomorrow’s Lawyers Consortium meeting, Denver, CO, October 
2015 

“Developments in Ethics for Business Lawyers,” CLE Presentation, Orange County, November 2015 

“The Support Structure for Campaign Finance Litigation in the Roberts Court,” Law & Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA, May 2015 

“Notes on the Support Structure for Campaign Finance Litigation in the Roberts Court,” Socio-Legal 
Studies Workshop, UC Irvine Law School, Irvine, CA, April 2015 

“The Support Structure for Campaign Finance Litigation in the Roberts Court: A Research Agenda,” 
Twenty-Second Annual Rothgerber, Jr. Conference: Litigating Constitutional Change, University of 
Colorado, Boulder, CO, October 2014   

Presenter, Conference on Marijuana’s Emerging Impacts on Land Use and Environmental Laws and 
Regulations, panel on ethical considerations for lawyers advising dispensaries, UC Irvine Law School, 
Irvine, CA, October 2014   

“The Support Structure for Campaign Finance Litigation in the Roberts Court,” New Legal Realism 10th 

Anniversary Conference: Future Directions for Legal Empiricism, UC Irvine Law School, Irvine, CA, 
August 2014 

Panelist, Conference, Does the Environmental Movement Need More Color? Changing the Face of 
Environmentalism, presented research on networks of advocates involved in national policymaking, 
UCLA Law School, Los Angeles, CA, April 2014  

Discussant, First Annual Conference on Interdisciplinary Encounters in Religion, Law, and Ethics, 
University of California, Irvine, Irvine, CA, May 2013 

“What is Public Interest Law? Empirical Perspectives on an Old Question,” Clifford Symposium: 
Celebrating the Work of Marc Galanter, DePaul Law School, Chicago, IL, April 2012   

“Teaching and Practicing 21st Century Social Justice Lawyering,” Conference on Representing the 
Vulnerable, Hastings Law School, San Francisco, CA, March 2012 
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“Lawyers in National Policymaking: Who Wins and Who Loses?” Socio-Legal Studies Workshop, UC 
Irvine Law School, Irvine, CA, January 2012   

“What’s Law Got to Do with It?  The Work and Roles of Lawyers of the Conservative Movement,” Lane 
Lecture, Creighton Law School, Omaha, NE, November 2011 

“UC Irvine’s First Year Legal Profession Course,” Suffolk Law School, Boston, MA, May 2011   

“Political Lawyers: The Structure of a National Network,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, 
Chicago, IL, May 2010   

“What’s Law Got to Do with It? The Work and Roles of Lawyers of the Conservative Movement,” 
Invited Lecture Series on Lawyers as Policy Entrepreneurs, Northeastern University, Boston, MA, 
December 2010   

“The Characteristics and Roles of Lawyers Active in National Policymaking,” Symposium Honoring 
Richard Abel, Law and the Possibility of Justice, UCLA Law School, Los Angeles, CA, September 2009 

“Lawyers in Politics: Preliminary Findings from Research on the Characteristics, Roles, and 
Relationships of Lawyers Active in National Policymaking,” Law & Society Association Annual 
Meeting, Denver, CO, May 2009 

Respondent, Author Meets Reader session on my book, Lawyers of the Right: Professionalizing the 
Conservative Coalition, Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, May 2009 

“Lawyers for Conservative Causes,” guest lecture, Deborah Rhode’s Professional Responsibility course, 
Stanford Law School, Stanford, CA, November 2008   

“Pro Bono in Small Cause-Oriented Firms,” Conference on Private Lawyers and the Public Interest: The 
Evolving Role of Pro Bono in the Legal Profession, Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, Buffalo, 
NY, April 2008 (with Scott Cummings) 
  
Discussant, Conference on Transnational Public Interest Law, UCLA School of Law, Los Angeles, CA, 
February 2008   

“Righting the Profession and Professionalizing the Right: Lawyers of the American Conservative 
Coalition,” Deans’ Dialogue Distinguished Visiting Lecture, Chapman University School of Law, 
Orange, CA, November 2007 

“Lawyers of the American Conservative Coalition: Divided Constituencies,” Faculty Workshop, 
University of Southern California Law School, Los Angeles, CA, September 2007   

“Lawyers for Conservative Causes,” Center for the Study of Law and Society, University of California, 
Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, November 2006       

“Lawyers of the Right: Networks and Organization,” First Annual Conference on Empirical Legal 
Studies, School of Law, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX, October 2006 (refereed paper) (with 
John P. Heinz)    
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“Jewish Lawyers of the Conservative Movement,” Conference on Jews in the Legal Profession, Cardozo 
Law School, New York, NY, October 2006 

Panelist, Roundtable on Transnational Advocacy Arenas and Public Interest Law, Law & Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD, July 2006 

“Lawyers of the Right: Divided Constituencies,” Faculty Workshop, UCLA Law School, Los Angeles, 
CA, February 2006   

“Social Backgrounds and Characteristics of Prominent Lawyers of the Conservative Movement: Sources 
of Cohesion and Conflict,” American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting, Cincinnati, OH, 
November 2005 

“Remarks on the Price of Civil Justice,” Symposium on Access to Justice, Loyola Law School, Los 
Angeles, CA, September 2005   

“Networks of Collective Practice: Communication among Notable Conservative Lawyers,” Law & 
Society Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV, June 2005 

“Conservative Lawyers and the Contest over the Meaning of Public Interest Law,” Faculty Workshop 
Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA, February 2005 

“Networks of Collective Practice: Communication among Notable Conservative Lawyers,” American Bar 
Foundation, Chicago, IL, October 2004 (with John P. Heinz) 

“Communication Networks Among Notable Lawyers for Conservative and Libertarian Causes,” Law & 
Society Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, May 2004 (with Anthony Paik and John P. Heinz)   

“Communication Networks Among Lawyers for Conservative and Libertarian Causes,” Institute for 
Policy Research, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, April 2004 (with John Heinz and Anthony Paik) 

“Conservative Lawyers and the Contest over the Meaning of Public Interest Law,” Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH, April 2004 

“Lawyers and the Contest over the Meaning of Public Interest Law,” Institute for Legal Studies, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI, February 2004 

“Serving Citizen Associations: Lawyers and Community Development,” Lewis & Clark Law School, 
Portland, OR, October 2003    
  
“Lawyers’ Roles in the Creation of an Infrastructure for Conservative Legal Advocacy,” Workshop on 
Conflict, Organizations and Change, Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University, 
Evanston, IL, November 2003 

“Professional Identity and Political Commitment Among Lawyers for Conservative Causes,” guest 
lecture, Power, Privilege and the Structures of the Legal Profession seminar taught by Bryant Garth and 
Ronit Dinovitzer, Northwestern University Law School, Chicago, IL, March 2003   

“Professional Identities of Lawyers for Conservative and Libertarian Causes,” Cause Lawyering 
Conference, Ecole Normale Superieure de Cachan, Cachan, France, October 2002    
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“Lawyers’ Roles in the Turn against Expanding Liability in the 1970s and 1980s,” Law & Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Vancouver, B.C., May 2002   

“Characteristics of and Relationships Among Lawyers for Conservative Causes,” Institute for Policy 
Research, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, November 2001 (with John Heinz) 

Guest presenter, seminar on the Transformation of the Legal Profession and Research Design, 
Northwestern University, School of Law, Chicago, IL, 2001   

Moderator, Symposium on Multi-Disciplinary Practice, Case Western Reserve University Law School, 
Cleveland, Ohio, November 2001 

Presenter, brown bag speaker series for summer interns, American Bar Foundation, Chicago, IL, August 
2001, July 2002 

“Research on Lawyers for Conservative Causes,” American Bar Foundation Symposium on The 
Changing Structure of the Legal Profession and Its Impact on Legal Services for Individuals and 
Businesses: Insights from New Research, London, U.K., July 2000    

“Cause Lawyers on the Political Right: A Research Agenda,” Law & Society Association Annual 
Meeting, Miami, FL, June 2000   

“An Agenda for Research on Lawyers for Conservative Causes,” Public Interest Law Seminar, University 
of Wisconsin Law School, Madison, WI, November 1999   

“Accountability in Collective Representation,” Symposium: Lawyering for Poor Communities in the 21st 
Century, Fordham Law School, New York, NY, November 1998    

Panelist, “Access and the Politics of Legal Aid” and “Cause Lawyering and the State: Patterns of Conflict 
and Cooperation,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Aspen, Colorado, June 1998 

Discussant, Symposium on Lawyering for Poor Communities in the 21st Century, Fordham Law School, 
New York, NY, November 1997  

“Lawyer-Client Decision Making in Civil Rights and Poverty Practice: An Empirical Study of Lawyers' 
Norms,” AALS Scholarly Paper Presentation, AALS Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, January 1996   

“Civil Rights and Poverty Lawyers’ Norms on the Allocation of Decision-Making Authority,” University 
of Akron, Akron, OH, September 1995 

Panelist, Law and Professional Politics, Cause Lawyers (presented research findings), Law and Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Toronto, June 1995   

“Lawyers’ Accountability in Civil Rights and Poverty Practice,” Legal Profession Workshop, Stanford 
University, Stanford, CA, April 1995    

“Preliminary Findings from Research on Civil Rights and Poverty Lawyers in Chicago,” Law and Social 
Sciences Group, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, January 1995 
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Podcasts/Documentaries 

Bite-Sized Business Law, “Big Spenders: The Evolution of Corporate Money in Elections,” Episode 57, 
Dec. 3, 2024 

UCI Law Talks Podcast, “Ann Southworth on her new book, ‘Big Money Unleashed,” UCI Law’s Legal 
Profession Course, and the Role of Lawyers in a Democracy Society,” Episode 43, Oct. 4, 2023 

UC Berkeley Boosts, Conversations on Civil Justice, “Profiles in Legal Courage: Standing Up for the 
Rule of Law,” Nov. 14, 2025 

Johnny Harris, “How billionaires stole America’s elections,” Nov. 24, 2025 

Quotations and Mentions in Media Reports 

New York Times, New Yorker, The Atlantic, Washington Post, Bloomberg, Reuters, ABA Journal, The 
Lever 

Awards/Honors/Grants 

Elected Member, American Law Institute, 2026 

2025 Order of the Coif Book Award Finalist, Big Money Unleashed; The Campaign to Deregulate 
Election Spending   

Choice named Big Money Unleashed: The Campaign to Deregulate Election Spending (U. Chicago Press 
2023), Outstanding Academic Titles 2024: Political Science   

Jack W. Peltason Center for the Study of Democracy, $920, “Polarization in the Legal Profession,” CSD 
Seed Grant, 2024 

Honorable Mention, Scholarly Papers Competition, Association of American Law Schools, 1996 (for 
Lawyer-Client Decision-Making in Civil Rights and Poverty Practice) 

Nomination for Edgar and Jean Cahn Article Award, 1996 (for Lawyer-Client Decision-Making in Civil 
Rights and Poverty Practice) 

Irving Hellman, Jr. Award (best student publication, given at Stanford Law School graduation), for 
Redefining the Attorney's Role in Abusive Tax Shelters, 37 STANFORD LAW REVIEW 889 (1985) 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
  
University of California, Irvine, Irvine, California 

• Law School Service 
o Co-Director, Center for Empirical Research on the Legal Profession 
o Clerkship Committee, 2023-2024, 2024-2025; Chair 2025-2026 
o Faculty Appointments Committee, 2022-2023, 2018-2019, 2016-2017, 2015-2017, 2009-

2011; Co-Chair, 2016-2017 
o Promotion and Tenure Committee (elected position), 2021-2022; subcommittee 2023-

2024 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/bite-sized-business-law/id1671246836?i=1000679019747
https://www.law.uci.edu/podcast/episode43.html
https://executive.law.berkeley.edu/boosts/profiles-in-legal-courage-standing-up-for-the-rule-of-law/
https://executive.law.berkeley.edu/boosts/profiles-in-legal-courage-standing-up-for-the-rule-of-law/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NuXpwB2DV4
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/15/opinion/trump-law-firms-attacks.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/09/05/justice-alitos-crusade-against-a-secular-america-isnt-over
https://balkin.blogspot.com/search?q=The+power+of+constitutional+frames
https://www.washingtonpost.com/made-by-history/2022/07/18/christian-rights-version-history-paid-off-abortion-guns/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/pacific-legal-foundation-snags-supreme-court-trifecta-2023-03-10/
https://www.abajournal.com/legalrebels/article/ann_southworth_students_need_to_learn_about_the_profession_theyre_joining#google_vignette
https://the.levernews.com/master-plan/
https://the.levernews.com/master-plan/
https://orderofthecoif.org/book-award
https://www.choice360.org/choice-pick/outstanding-academic-titles-2024-political-science/
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o Mentoring Committee 2022-2023 
o Strategic Planning Committee, 2019-2020 
o Faculty Advisory Committee (elected position), 2019-2020, 2016-2017 
o Ad Hoc Committee on Grading, Fall 2020 
o Curriculum Committee, 2019-2020 
o Self-Sustaining Degree Program Committee, 2018-2019 
o Speakers’ Committee, 2015-2016 
o Subcommittee of Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2014, 2015, 2019-2020 
o Law School Admissions Committee, Chair, 2011-2013   
o Member of Law School’s founding faculty; participated in planning for the school, 2008-

2010 
• University Service 

o Center in Law, Society and Culture, Board of Advisors, Faculty Affiliate, 2009-present   
o Ad Hoc Committee to Review Erwin Chemerinsky as Dean of the School of Law, 2013 
o Dissertation committee for PhD student, Department of Sociology, 2008-2012 
o Master’s thesis committee, Department of Criminology, Law and Society, 2013 

Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio 
• ABA Self-Study & University Strategic Planning Committee, 2007-2008 
• Clinical Tenure Committee, 2006-2008 
• Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2001-2004 
• Advisor for Litigation Concentration, 2001-2004 
• Curriculum Committee, 2000-2001 
• President’s Advisory Committee on Promotion and Tenure Recommendations from the Faculty 

of the College of Arts and Sciences, 1999-2000 
• Appointments Committee, 1999-2000, 1993-1994 
• Litigation Law Group, 1998-1999 
• Law School Community Committee, 1998-1999 
• Appeals and Rules Committee, 1997-1998, 1994-1995 
• Honor Court, 1997-1998   
• Advisor to Women’s Law Association, 1995-1998 
• Advisor for Dunmore Moot Court Competition, 1997-1998 
• Judicial Clerkship Committee, 1995-1997 
• Admissions Committee, 1995-1996 
• First Year Curriculum Committee, 1995-1996 
• Professionalism Committee, 1993-1996 
• Steering Committee on the Future of the Legal Profession, 1993-1994 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Peer Reviewer/Referee:   
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
HART PUBLISHING 
ROUTLEDGE 
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LAW & SOCIETY REVIEW 
LAW AND SOCIAL INQUIRY 
LAW AND HISTORY REVIEW 
LAW & POLICY 
STUDIES IN AMERICAN POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
LEGAL ETHICS 

AALS Section on Empirical Study of Legal Education and the Legal Profession 
Executive Committee, 2022-2024 

Friends of Innovation 
Member, 2025- 

Law and Social Inquiry   
Editorial Board, 2004 to 2009 

Law and Society Review, 
Editorial Advisory Board, 2003 to 2006 

Stanford Law School 
Board of Visitors, 2007 to 2012 

OneJustice   
Board of Directors, 2010 to 2012 
Ad hoc consultant to Executive Director, 2012-present 

BAR ADMISSIONS 
   
Admitted to bar in California and District of Columbia; U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, Fifth, 
Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, and D.C. Circuits 




